Ancient Greece Review Sheet Answer Sheet
Essential Question: To what extent does geography affect the development of culture?
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Geography:

1. Where is Greece located? Give a relative location, using at least two specific geographic features as landmarks. (2)
In southeast Europe, on the Balkan Peninsula, in-between the Aegean, Ionian, and Mediterranean Seas.
2. Describe the geography of Greece? (1)
A mountainous, chain of islands, located near numerous seas.  Greece’s geography isolated its city-states.
3. Why did city-states (polis) form? (1)
Greek polis’ were small independent city-states, formed because of Greece’s isolating geography.
Government:
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What was the Athenian form of government?  How was it similar to our government in the United States today?  How was it different from our government? (3)
Democracy.  Similar because people voted and participated in government.  Different because women, slaves, and foreigners could not be citizens in Athens.  Athens also had a direct democracy.  The United States has a representative democracy.  
Athens and Sparta
5. What was life like for men in Sparta? (1)
Military school from the age of 7-30.  Active military service until the age of 60.
What was life like for men in Athens? (1)
Centered around the agora or marketplace.  Men participated in the Athenian government, and discussed topics such as philosophy, and the government. 
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6. What was life like for women in Sparta? (1)
Women enjoyed considerable freedoms in Sparta compared to Athens.  

Women were expected to raise tough Spartan boys to be able to 

join the military.  Women ran their households and could own land.

7. What was life like for women in Athens? (1)
Women were considered inferior to men in Athens and were expected
 to focus on the household and child-rearing.  They were not given
 citizenship.
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8. How was the culture of Athens and Sparta different? (1) 
Athens- focused on education, and democracy.  Wanted to prepare citizens for times of peace and war.
Sparta- focused on discipline, and service to Sparta.  Sparta focused on the military and war.  
Golden Age of Athens – Age of Pericles
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9. What is a golden age? (1)
A time of peace, prosperity, and cultural achievements in math, science, art and architecture.
10. Why did it occur in the 5th century B.C. under the leadership of Pericles? (1)
Pericles wanted to strengthen Athenian democracy, spread Athens’ influence, and to glorify Athens. 
Achievements of the Golden Age

 Identify and explain the importance of the following people in the various categories (1 pt each)
	Philosophers “Lovers of Wisdom”

Socrates:
Questioning, Socratic Method, put to death for corrupting the youth of Athens. 
Plato:
Socrates’ student.  Distrusted democracy.  Believed the person with the greatest insight and intellect should be chosen as philosopher-king.
Aristotle: 
Plato’s student.  Believed one strong leader should rule.

Believed people learned through observation and reason.
Opened his own school in Athens called the Lyceum.

Most famous student was Alexander the Great.  
	 Science
Hippocrates: founder of Western-medicine.  Opens up the school of medicine and the Hippocratic Oath, which doctors today still take.

 Math

Pythagoras: Pythagorean Theorem.  A2+b2=c2, which is still studied in schools today
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Art and Architecture:
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11. Why was it built? (1)
To honor the goddess Athena, the goddess of wisdom.
12. Why is the architectural structure still significant today? (2)
Its artwork and columns are considered a high-point in Greek architecture.  It is often copied by Western nations for use in their government buildings to honor the Greeks for giving the world the first democratic government.


  Lincoln Memorial, Washington DC
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Alexander the Great

13. Who was Alexander the Great? 
Macedonian prince who unites the Greek city-states, and conquers Persian Empire, Egypt and parts of India.  
14. Explain Hellenistic Culture. 
 Cultural Diffusion: Mixture of Persian, Egyptian, Indian, and Greek cultures.  
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